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News Release
CBP Seized Ivory Concealed in African Drums
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HOUSTON - On July 15, 2008, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seized a shipment of elephant ivory valued at $185,000 arriving from Ethiopia.  The shipment was discovered by CBP Agriculture Specialists assigned to the Port of Houston.  CBP Agriculture Specialists are a specialized workforce, highly trained to detect and identify exotic pests and disease that pose serious risk to America’s agriculture and food supply.  Often, the specialists work to the beat of their own drum; this is one occasion when the smuggler did not appreciate CBP’s commitment.

The shipment of musical instruments was examined by CBP.  A total of 6 musical drums appeared to be heavier than expected and when tapped the drums produced a dull tone.  The Specialist opened the wooden and leather drums, and discovered articles made of ivory concealed inside. 
CBP working with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the US Fish and Wildlife Service determined the authenticity of the ivory.  CBP seized the ivory in compliance with the “Convention of International Treaty of Endangered Species (CITES), and the African Elephant Conservation Act.”  CITES provides for worldwide protection of endangered or threatened plants and animals.  
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is the unified border agency within the Department of Homeland Security charged with the management, control, and protection of our Nation's borders at and between the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist weapons out of the country while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws.
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